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What is “domestic violence”?

What are the iaws in Sri Lanka, that deal with domestic violence?

Who are the relations against whom relief can be sought?

What are the acts of physical abuse against which relief can be sought?
What are trivial acts?

What is emotional abuse?

Who is a “child”? .

Does the PDVA provide protection only to women and children?

What relief can be obtained under the Act?
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13.
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117.
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What is a Protection Order?

Who can make an application for a Protection Order?

Can a Non-Governmental Organization make an application on behalf of a victim ?

When can an application be made?

To which court should an application be made?

Is it necessary to make a complaint to the Police before going to court?
What should be stated in the application?

Does the victim need to sign the application?

Does the victim need a Lawyer?

What legal services are available for victims?
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The three stages of the Court procedure

STAGE 1: CONSIDERING THE APPLICATION
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44,
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What is the objective of court at this stage?

What is an Interim Protection Order (IPO)?

What documents will the court examine?

What evidence will the court look for?

What degree of proof must be established?

What is "proof beyond reasonable doubt"?

Does the victim need to give evidence?

Do the respondent and other witnesses need to give evidence?

Can witnesses be cross examined by the lawyer for the respondent?
Can a spouse give evidence against the other spouse?

Is evidence regarding the conduct of the victim relevant?

What will the court do after considering the evidence?

What are the orders that can be made in an IPO?

Who are these officers to whom monitoring orders can be made?

Will the court make the order without delay?

Is it necessary for court to give dates?

What will the court consider before imposing any prohibitions?

Can a court order the respondent not to step into his/her own home?
In what instances will the court refuse to issue an IPO?

If the court decides to issue an IPO, what steps will the court take?

If the court decides not to issue an IPO, will the case end there?

If the court decides not to issue an IPO, what steps will the court take?
Is it necessary for the applicant to take any steps to have the order served?
Can a counselor to whom the parties are referred, “settle” the dispute?
Can the court “settle” the dispute without issuing an IPO?

For what period will an IPO remain in force?

What can be done if the respondent evades accepting the order?

Can an IPO, once issued, be extended?

Can an IPO be vacated without an inquiry?
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Vit i tie £ pjective of the inquiry?
b s s Prolection Order (PO)?
How scob vl the inquiry be held?

What will hapsen if the respondent does not appear?

Does the inquiry need to be postponed because the respondent is absent?

What can be done to ensure that the Notices are served on the respondent?

If the respondent is absent, can the court issue a warrant?

What evidence will be taken at the inquiry?

Can a spouse give evidence against the other spouse at the inquiry?
Can the victim be cross examined by the Lawyer for the respondent?

Is the respondent allowed to cross-examine the victim and witnesses?

. What degree of proof must be established to obtain a PO?

Is evidence regarding the conduct of the victim relevant?

Can the court “settle” the dispute at this stage without issuing a PO?
How long will an inquiry take?

What steps will the court take after the inquiry?

What are the orders that can be made in a PO?

What are Supplementary Orders?

What will the court consider before making a Supplementary Order?

In what instances will an order be made for urgent monetary assistance?
In what instances will an order be made to continue payments?

For what period will a PO be in force?

STAGE 3: MONITORING

71,
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76.

Will the court supervise the observance of a PO?

What happens if a person violates a court order?

What happens when a person violates a court order to make payment?
What can the victim do if a PO is violated?

Can a PO be amended?

Can a PO be cancelled before one year?
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77. Is there a right of appeal from an order of the Magistrate's Court? 29
78. If there is an appeal, does the PO automatically get cancelled? 29
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79. What is the difference between a criminal case and a case us-i..r the POVA? 31
80. When a PO is issued, does it mean that the respondent is guiity of any offence? 32
81. Can an application be filed for a PO, if the Police have filed a criminal case? 32
82. Can an application be filed for a PO, if the Police have not filed a criminal case? 32
83. Can the Police file a criminal case even when an application has been filed for a PO? 32
84. How can a criminal case be filed? 33
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85. Will the case be heard in camera? 33
86. Can newspapers write about the case? 33
87. Does the PDVA create new offences? 34
88. Can an applicant under the PDVA file other actions in respect of the same matter? 34
89. Can a victim also file for maintenance under the Maintenance Act? 34
90. Can a domestic help seek relief under the Act? 34
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