CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1

HOW TO INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS ........ccoeriririrreinniisnenn
Criminal Proceedings ........cccccvivuiniermnsnnnnnenseessenincensnnnnns
Magistrate’s Court: Summary Proceedings .......c.ccoceueeunnne
Non-Summary Proceedings in a Magistrate’s Court.........
Trial in the High Court ...
CivVil CASES .cocecrreeerricrrecrerstesssnessneessanasssansssssasssssanesssassssssss
The Primary COUTL...uimieeneeeeeeeceiesitnninncneciscnee e
“Section 66" appliCations .......oeeeeierreesinsrsieseinieeienisnenneens
The Magistrate’s Court: Maintenance..........ccceeeveeneeennnne
The DIStrict COUrt ...cccvvveircrmimimmersneesssnessstssssssssssssneissasanens
INJUNCHONS ..veeeeeeernecreieieinnentesessnses s ssesse s s seesnesnaans
Partition aCtIONS .....iccceeeererreerrmineiinnresisnsnnnisssstessasssanaeeas
Commercial High Court ...,
Enforcement of Civil decrees .......ccuvvrevenseinncnniiiiniiinnnns :

CHAPTER II
WHEN FACED WITH A COURT CASE

How tO retain a JaWyer ...ciccccinenicscnsiesesssnsinesssssnessssssensas
Legal Aid ..cccoeveeeiciiciiiieiieeiese sttt
COStS (CIVIl CASES) .uvrerrerrecrrriiniesimerreerestesusssnssssstsnsssnaneas

An “ex-parte” decree (CiVil) oo

Special measures available to banks and other financial

INSHONONS ...00eeensssssiosssssnssnssssismmsisaasnumsarasssanmsassmranmsissn
Criminal Proceedings: AITESt......c.cveiiieisicninnienninnnsnnanne
The Rights of an ACCUSEd .......cociimieiiniiicniniienieiiiee,
A .peals in Criminal Cases ........cccecmvvienieniesiiscneniniesenees
Bail ...t e

CHAPTER 111
LEGAL SYSTEM AND CONSTITUTION

| 3 £ 00] o VPR T PP
The Law-making Process under the Constitution .............
The Process of GOVEIMMENL .....cc.. .eevrieisseniesssnssssssiasasssnnene
The 13™ AMENdmENt ....cceecerccrrersensiesssssensnmsisesssessessnans



The 17" AMENAMENL ...cccvevvvereerceeeeeeereesreeesereerasenessassssees 32

T.e Courts: The Suprerhe CoUrt scvvociiiammnssmsspsssssvaerts 34

TRECHUrE OF APPEAL . rnmmmmvsrmassmmaaacasmssnsas s RIS 36

High Courts of the Provineces ........c.occcviniiniennneeisessscesscecaenenes 37

The Original Courts and Tribunals .......cccooriiiiniiiniiicenienee 38

The JUICIATY ..uceveeeirenrerremnsesssansnnisseissnssssnssssessssassnsassasssassnes 39
CHAPTER 1V

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION ............ 40

Emergency Regulations .......coceeeevriereennreinmsstinsieeeseseisaanenens 42

Procedure in Fundamental Rights cases .......cccccevieciiiinnienns 43

The “Aght t0 lIfe” ...coiiiiiiiiireree e 44

CHAPTER V

THE CONCEPTS OF PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP ......cco0eeeeee 46

» Classification Of PrOPEILY .....c.cceeeceercrreursccsesesnssensaranessnnssens 46

‘Transfer of Property s ssssmronsmmmssarssssaerseremaane 46

Acquiring Ownership of Land ........ccoviiiiiiiiienciieicinieenne 47

Proseriplion s oo s 48

Attributes of OWNErship ..ccccceeueeviiiiciiiiiiiicitnra e 48

NI SAICE: i cussmmnsnssumssasnsssonssumsmasssasssss S e iR RS e sEA SO BT S e 49

The Owner’s Right of Action ......ccccvviviiveniiiiiiiinenccninerneenen. 49

=The Rioht 10 POSSESS wnssssmmsiis s 50

+Co-ownership of Land .......cocccoviiiiiiiiiiniinceecee e 51

SEIVItUAES ....eeeererrreeeeee et ee e et e e e e e e e e e sa e e s ne s snn e een 52

Way of Necessity owoumesmmsmmmoasmensssmssomisvmisssmg 53
CHAPTER VI

LANDLORD AND TENANT SR R 54

Rent CODTOON wsiosmmmmnnessnsssmssmmess mssssmmi s s s s eiys sy &5

Ejectment of Tenant .........cccccuereceeercirnnnerneeesnseesecssneeenenes 56

Harrassment, non-occupation and cOnversion .............cceueeeee. 58

SHESESION 10 TR wammsmsranmeumswssssmmssemssenss 59
CHAPTER VII

MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND FAMILY OBLIGATIONS ............... 60

Roman-DUtCh LaW ....oooveeiieiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s eseessesannnnnens 60




The General Law Of DIVOICE ...cccccrereereriiserisvmmmmnrersresscemmeanne 6l
Marriage and Divorce under Kandyan Law .......cccccoieeeeecne. 64
The Tesawalamai LaW ccooveeeievereininiecccerirninniiennreesssnssnnsseene 65
IMUSTIIN AW 1eeeereiiieiiiiiieeererserrnrneeeeecstsrntnrmessissssnssssssrssessnmeassnns 66

Marriage according to Custom and by *“Habit and Repute” .. 68

CHAPTER VII
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AFTER DEATH 70
A Last Will ..l AT — 70
Testamentary Proceedings ........cooeveeeieeenniinninneeenniinannenns 72
The Rules of Intestate Succession: General Law .................. 73
Kandyan Law of Intestate SUCCESSION.....c.ceivueuerincsaicuainiiens 73
Intestate Succession under Tesawalamai .......cooveeeveereeecisncnnne 74
Muslim Law of Intestate SUCCESSION ....cecvreieiinieracsncriiiisinreens 13
CHAPTER IX
SALE OF GOODS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION .....ccceiseeenees 77
Law Of CONETACE ..ccoeverrrrricisinnmieiisisnnnesissnnsnsssssssnmsanaeeiasasannns 77
Sale of Goods Ordinance .......cccoeervrreeesieecssesisscsnensssieeissennes 79
Implied colditions and WaITanties ........c.coevvrenninies seeneenanens 80
Consumer Affairs AUthOrity ....coeevmiinnciniiis 81
Consumer Credit ACt ... ieeereececieirinisnnnssssnrresess s 83
“Unconscionable” Money Transactions .......ccccceeeeeiciianesanees 85
CHAPTER X
CARRYING ON A BUSINESS 86
BUusSiness NAMES ......ccovvereecerceisminimirnssssnessseassssssssssssssnessssnes 86
Partnerships .....cocceeecreciueieermisesssessenississ st 86
Limited Liability COMPANIESs .....cccererrreemriisinsninisnnsiininieisnneas 88
CHAPTER XI
IN THE WORKPLACE .....ccccccvttmsonneensnassonscsansssssssssasssnsssssansssaasssssasans 03
The Contract of EMplOYMEnt ........cccociiinmnciciiiiiinsiniinnine 93
Termination of EMployment .........oocmmmmeenenniicnitonnncnsnienn 94
The Labour Tribunal .....cececeiieeiiciiniiiniinniiirsie et 94

IMISCOTIAUCE oot eeeeeeieeeeeeaeeeeeessssssnnsnsnssssnssansssasaneemenmannnsnrstss 96



Other Methods of Dispute Resolution .........coceeveeeeseneiccennans
WAZBE csismumssnsionsnensess s Bos sois (A58 sE TR A SRR SRR ARV sy v
Transfers and Promotions ......ccceeeeeeeeereeeererensrseensserneneriesnnenes
Benefits Receivable on Termination ...........eeveeeseerreeneiecennnans

CHAPTER XII
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
National Environmental ACt .......coovvereiiiiecerereeececisiiienniineeees
The Urban Environment ........coccceerreeeenereencncnsssnssnssssansennnees
Pitblic NDiSante ACHONS uscrwmmssmsmesmisssissssssassssssenesaannnas
Coast ConServalion ........uueeieeiveinrieieeeeieieseesensssnssssessssssseasases

CHAPTER X111 :
LAW OF DELICT : ACTION FOR DAMAGES
Actions that Constitute @ DEliCt .........covvvvreveerereermeneeeeeesnneens
Strict Liability
Negligence

........................................................................
............................................................................
...........................................................

.......................................................

CHAPTER XIV
THE CRIMINAL LAW
Causing Death .......c.oceveuevirieiicceeeee e erees e e enaenes
Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person ..........ccoccvvreeeeucees
SeXUal OffENCES .....cueeeeeeeeeeeececeeeeec e e nee b s
Kidnapping and ADAUCHON «...c..eeveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeesesenes

Offences Against Property
Defences

...................................................

...............................................................................

TABLE OF STATUTES

TABLE OF [CASES .o umusmmammmisiimmonmmmsmsss s S5 5s

........................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

112
113
117
117
119
119



