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Stamp Duty Act, No, 43 of 1982 and

13th Amendmenet to the 1978 constitution.
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Instruments and documents that are
chargeable with stamp duty.
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Instruments executed in Sri Lanka.
Documents filed in civil proceedings.

Bills of exchange, cheques or promissory notes
drawn out side Sri Lanka.

Instruments executed out side Sri Lanka.
Transactions enter with bank.

Principles that should be followed in the

imposition of stamp duty.

* Stamp duty at the prescribed rate.

* Different rates for different classes.

* Instruments comprising different matters.

* Non-effect of the SDA on other provisions of law

Chapter - 03 ...ttt 36-50
Instruments and documents that are exempt
from stamp duty.
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affidavit or affirmation
agreement or covenant
agreement to marry
bail bond

bond or mortgage
bond of indemnity

---------
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bond or mortgage given by public officer
cheque drawn in the service of the state
transaction entered into with bank

conveyance by the Government
debenture .....

deed of partition
instrument in favour of the Government

instrument drawn in favour of the Government.

The following documents filed in the legal
proceedings-

(@)  Documents filed in criminal proceedings.
(b)  Documents filed by public officer in any

proceeding.

(¢)  Documents filed by a pauper in any court.
(d)  Documents filed in any court by

a person to be declared as insolvent.
()  Document filed in the application
for writ of habeas corpus.
documents filed in the proceedings
under the legal Aid Law.
(eee) documents filed in actions for

damages caused by a mortar vehicle.
(f)  motions filed in any court
(g)  warrants issued by court
letter of credit to any person outside Sri Lanka
mortgage of food crops
receipts for money deposited in Sri Lanka.
receipts for money or other property

---------

(ee)




amounting to less than Rs 100/=

share - certificate ..........

share certificate .............

share certificate .........

instrument executed for transfer of share ......

convertible debenture

Will, testament or codicil

instrument ........ Farmers Pension, .....

Social Security Benefit Scheme ........

certificate of deposit .......

Debt security

instrument executed by a registered co-operative

society.

* instrument executed by a member of
co-operative society.
repurchase agreement of Treasury Bills.
contract for the sale of agreeculture produce.
Bill of exchange or inland bill of exchange
drawn in connection with such a contract.

Chapter - 04 it 51-59
Stamp duty chargeable with documents
filed in civil suits.
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Value of suits
What is meant by "documents”

* Rules that should be followed in the valuation
of course of action.

* Deficiency of stamps

Chapter - 05 o 60-65
Admissibility of instruments in evidence

* Can an instrument which is not duly stamped

be admitted in evidence?
* How can an instrument which is not duly
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stamped be made admissible in evidence?
Substitution of a duly stamped receipt

instead of a receipt which is not duty stamped.
Can instrument which is not duly stamped be
called in questioned after it has been admitted
in evidence?

How can a bill of exchange which is not duly
stamped be made admissable in evidence?
Where one bill of a set has been stamped duly,
can others be exempt from duty?

How can unstamped receipt be admitted in
evidence instead of stamped receipt?

Can payer affix stamps to unstamped bill of
exchanges, cheques and notes?

Chapter - 06

Valuation of property conveyed by instruments.
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What is meant by instruments?

On what basis shall the stamp duty be calculated
when property is conveyed by instruments?
How shall the stamp duty be calculated when
any property is transferred subject to mortgage,
encumbrance or reservation of interest?

How shall the stamp duty be calculated when
any property is gifted subject to any reservation
in favour of the donor or any other person?

How shall the stamp duty be calculated when
any property is transferred or gifted consists

of shares of a company?

How shall the stamp duty be calculated when the

consideration is expressed in any currency other
than that of Sri Lanka?

How certain bonds or mortgages are to be
charged with stamp duty?

How shall the instrument be charged with
stamp duty when it reserving interest?
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Chapter - 08

How shall the stamp duty be charged if
consideration consisting periodical payments?
How shall the stamp duty calculated where

the value of the subject matter is indeterminate?
Drawing several instruments to avoid duty
Certain agreements to be chargeable with same
ad valorem duty

What are the criteria that should be followed

in the determination of value of property?

Time and mode of stamping

Instruments that shall be deemed to have been

stamped before or at the time of execution of such

instruments.

Payment of stamp duty to the Commissioner

Cancellation of adhesive stamps

How certain instruments are to be stamped?

*  Only one instrument shall be written
upon a piece of stamped paper.

* How instruments effecting exchange of
property are to be stamped?

* How shall contracts of agreement effected by
correspondence be stamped?

* List of documents filed in legal proceedings

* Stamping of duplicate or counter part and
original instrument.

Composition of stamp duty

Duties of Notaries Public

Facts that should be set out in the instrument
chargeable with stamp duty.

Taking steps to ascertain the proper value

of the property conveyed.

Affix the stamps duty to the instrument and

----------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------
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cancel them

* Who has Obligation to give duly stamped
receipts?
* Persons liable to pay stamp duty
* Liability of other parties for stamp duty
* Liability to pay duty when a company is
wound up i
Chapter - 05 ......cccerenmmecmmssisisisassssasisnsassmessssssasassasavees 95-97 |
Adjudication of stamp duty of instruments by
an Assessor |

* Power of an Assessor to determine stamp duty of I
instruments brought before him

* Assessor can require to produce evidence
* Endorsement by Assessor

* Instruments that are not authorized to be
endorsed by Assessor

Chapter - 10

Appeal to the Commissioner-General, Board !

of Review, Court of Appeal and Supreme Court |

* Who may apply to the Commissioner-General

against the determination of an Assessor?
Time limit

Mode of application

Inquiry

Agreement

Hearing of the appeal

Dismissal of the appeal

Vacate the order of dismissal

Summon persons

Require to produce documents & instruments
Record of evidece

Notice the determination in writing
Appeal to the Board of Review against the
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Chapter - 11

determination of Commissioner-General
Appeal on a question of law to the Court
of Appeal, and Supreme Court

Impounding of Instruments

k
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Chapter - 12

Power of certain officers to impound and
examine instruments.

Powers of Commissioner-General to examine
and impound any instrument.

Impounded instruments should be transmitted
to the Commissioner-General

Relief, where the omission to stamp duty has
been occasioned by accident

Commissioner General should deal with
instruments impounded.

Steps that are to be taken by Assessor
regarding impounded instruments.
Endorsement of instrument on which duty
has been paid.

Non-liability for loss of instrument sent

Recovery of stamp duty and penalty paid.

E 3

* Refund the stamp duty or penalty paid in excess.

*

Chapter - 13

Allowance for unused and spoiled stamps

Recovery of duty and penalty paid for some
other person liable to pay

Offences and Penalties

*
*k

* Amount of stamp duty or penalty shall be payable

Institution of prosecution
Compound offences

-----------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------

108-114

115-119

120-128
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notwithstanding any proceeding for penalties.
Offences

* Penalty for executing instruments not

duly stamped

Forging of stamps

Penalty for issue of share certificate or
warrant not duly stamped.

Notary Public failing to act in accordance
with the provisions of Stamp Duty Act.
Penalty for defrauding state.

Non-compliance with notice under section 53
or section 64A of the Stamp Duty Act,

Chapter - 14

Execution procedure for the recovery of
stamp duty.

*

*
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What is meant by "duty".

Notice to pay duty liable to pay

Effect of non - payment of duty .

Duty may be held over pending the
determination of appeal.

Notice after determination of appeal.

Step that is to be taken if the defaulter has
not appealed.

Direction to pay duty during the course of the
hearing of appeal.

Reduction of penalty.

Recovery of duty by seizure and sale of the
property.

Extra - judicial seizure and sale of property of
the defaulter.

Judicial seizure and sale of the property of the
defaulter.

Execution proceeding before the District Court,
Notification to the defaulter.

Execution procedure for recovery before a



Magistrate.

* Power to obtain information for the recovery
of duty.

* Recovery of duty out of debts.

* Who shall be deemed to include in the
expression "defaulter"?

* Recovery of amount from persons leaving
Sri lanka.

* Use of more than one means of recovery

Chapter - 15 oot 148-185
Digest of case Law relating to the stamp duty
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